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Sermon:
Introduction
	Today we are going to do some detective work!  Today we are going to piece together the evidence we are given about the Holy Spirit in order to understand why Christians say The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of The Trinity.
	Although people often refer to the Bible as God’s handbook, it is not arranged like a handbook.  The nature of the Bible is such that you can’t look up “Holy Spirit” in the index and find the chapter that explains all about him.  Notice, by the way, that I did refer to the Holy Spirit as “him.”  Why does that matter? Because, as we will see, He is a person, not a thing. Therefore, he should be called “he” not “it.”
	Now, consider this.  Suppose a person you trusted who had travelled far and wide told you about a distant land he had visited.  Suppose he told you that this land was ruled by a governor who “wisely executes his office, hears [legal cases], discerns right [from wrong], distributes justice, relieves the poor and comforts the distressed, would you not believe that he intended by his description, a righteous, wise, diligent, intelligent person?” [John Owen, The Holy Spirit, p. 43]
	If, then, a deceitful man told you that this far off land was not governed by a person who did these things, but rather that the sun or wind caused positive growing conditions, making the country fruitful and the climate temperate and that because of this good supply of food and a lack of predators or invaders, the people there were kind to one another, that their society developed deep seated concepts of justice and that the whole idea of a governor was just a figurative way to describe these impersonal forces, would that make more sense? [Owen, p. 43]  I think we would all agree that the explanation of a person governing the land well is a better explanation that impersonal, even environmental forces were the root cause of such a society!
	There are some today who look at the world and would ascribe all good things to impersonal environmental factors because they are coming from an atheistic framework.  Clearly, as Christians, we would disagree with them as to the cause of good in the world, and in fact the cause of the world’s very existence! But there are others who would see the work of the Spirit in the world and even acknowledge that it was the work of the Spirit of God, but they would say that God’s Spirit is an impersonal force!  I would even venture to say that many Christians who believe in the Trinity and know that the correct answer is that the Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity, still think of the Spirit in impersonal terms.  Whether we would say it that way or not, our idea of the Spirit, our understanding of the Spirit is as if the Spirit was just a powerful, but impersonal force moving in the world at God’s command.
	As I mentioned before, the Bible does not give us a systematic description of the Holy Spirit.  There is not a chapter dedicated to describing the Holy Spirit and how he fits into the Trinity.  This means that we are left to piece things together ourselves from a variety of passages about other things that, nevertheless, make reference to the Spirit. [pic] This is our detective work.  We are going to sift through the evidence, taking pieces from here and there, to put them together into a cohesive whole, to put them together to create a picture of who the Holy Spirit is.  That means we are going to be going back and forth from verse to verse, jumping around quite a bit.
	Now, thankfully, we are not doing this on our own.  Given our two thousand years of church history, we are not the first to be asking these questions, so we are not the first to be trying to piece together the picture. Thankfully, there are many who have gone before us and have done the heavy lifting.  We are the beneficiaries of their hard work. We get to work from their success.  So let’s start with their conclusion so we know where we are going.  It’s like watching a detective show, knowing who the guilty suspect is, and then following along as the police put together the evidence.
	The conclusion that the church has (rightly) come to is that the Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity.  Now, that is a bit of a theological mouthful, even if we are already familiar with the idea.  The two parts that are important is that the Spirit has all the characteristics necessary for personhood and that the Spirit is divine.  Let me say that again: the Spirit is a person. The Spirit is divine, or is God.
	Now, I suspect we all have at least a sense of what it means that the Spirit is God, or that the Spirit is divine.  But what does it mean that a spirit is a person?  The only people we know are all human.  That makes it difficult to think of a person who is not a human.  So what is it that makes a person?
	Personhood is something that philosophers have thought about and debated for centuries. Theologians also weigh in on the topic precisely because we talk about God as a Trinity of three persons.  But what does that mean? Traditionally, the characteristics necessary to be a person are intelligence, will and emotions. [Millard Erickson, Christian Theology, p. 878]  Philosophers may also add the ability to use language and the ability to enter into relationships. [Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy, p. 662]  It is not our goal to enter into a discussion this morning as to why these are the characteristics of personhood.  What is necessary for us today is to understand that this is what is meant when we say that the Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Trinity.  His personhood means that the Spirit is intelligent, has a will and emotions, can use language (ie speaks) and that he is able to enter into relationships.
	What is the significance of this concept of personhood?  Well, one cannot enter into a relationship with the force of gravity.  Although we may say that the wind is “speaking” in the trees, we don’t really mean that the wind is speaking.  When our computers are malfunctioning we may say that they have a mind of their own, but we don’t really mean our computers have intelligence.  So when we say that the Spirit is a person, we are actually saying quite a lot about him!
	Now, I know it’s early in the sermon and we’ve already had a lot of heavy theology and philosophy. I know some of you don’t want to be reminded of your years in university!  So before we get any further, let me bring out some of why this is important. That is, let me give you a taste of the application.
	If we want to know God, then we want to know about him to the best of our ability.  If the Spirit is a person, that is something we should want to know.  We should want to understand the Holy Spirit as best we can in our finite selves.  The more we know about the Spirit, the better we will be at discerning false teaching.
	Remember last week we talked about counterfeit money. [pic] The best way to detect counterfeit money is to be really familiar with genuine money!  If we want to be able to discern the work of God in general or the work of the Spirit specifically, then we need to get really familiar with them. We need to study them and understand them to the best of our ability!  Even John warns us to test the spirits! [1 John 4:1]  There are many false prophets out there claiming to be working for God or to have gifts of the Spirit. If we want to avoid being duped by them, we need to get to know the Spirit really well as described in Scripture!
	Back in the 1500’s, during the time of the Protestant Reformation, there was a peasants’ revolt.  At one point, radical reformers took over the city of Munster.  At the supposed prompting of the Holy Spirit, they kicked out the Roman Catholic officials, blockaded the city, and starting practicing polygamy.  Why? Because the Holy Spirit told them too!  (Or so they claimed!) At various points during the Reformation, different movements would try to say that they were following the Holy Spirit and therefore they discarded the Bible, claiming that what the Spirit said today was more important or trumped what the Bible says.  These were errors that happened within Christianity!
	Today we face other, equally dangerous, issues.  Many in the New Age movement speak on TV about spirituality and even God’s Spirit in ways that are wrong and dangerous. It is easy to get sucked into New Age heresy if you don’t know about the Holy Spirit as described in the Bible.  The real danger is not that they’re talking about spiritual forces that don’t exist, but that they are talking about spiritual forces being good when those forces are actually evil forces clothing themselves to appear good. [pic] If I point to a snake or spider and say it’s poisonous when it isn’t, you may be frightened but you’re not really in danger. If, however, I point to a snake or spider and say it is not poisonous, that it’s safe when it really is poisonous, then you are in far more danger! Not only is the creature poisonous but you won’t be careful around it because I’ve lied to you! So it is vitally important that we learn about the Holy Spirit so we can test our spiritual experiences and those of others in order to protect ourselves from false prophets and evil spirits.
Personhood
	So, all that is to say, it matters that we understand what it means for the Spirit to be both a person and God.  So with our characteristics of personhood in mind, let’s begin there and see what the Bible has to say.  Remember, initially these ideas were pieced together from Scripture into a whole. We know the conclusion and are going back over the evidence in order to come to the same conclusion ourselves.
	We talked about the Spirit being a person means the Spirit is intelligent, has a will, emotions, language and the ability to relate.  We are going to look at a variety of scripture references, all of which are printed in your outline, in order to piece together a picture of the Spirit. [Owen, p. 47-52] I strongly encourage you to take your outlines home with you this week and look up at least some of the references yourselves.  Not only is it good to check the pastor’s work, but you’ll start learning how to piece things together yourself and you’re much more likely to remember this if you go over it again on your own.
	Let’s begin with intelligence.  1 Cor 2:10-11 tells us “these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.”  To search all things means to understand them, to investigate them and comprehend them.  The Spirit comprehends even the deep things of God and even knows the mind of God.
	Later in the same letter, 1 Cor 12:8 tells us that the Spirit gives the gift of wisdom and the gift of knowledge.  It would be very difficult for the Spirit to give a message of wisdom or knowledge if the Spirit didn’t have wisdom or knowledge! In the OT, in Isaiah 11:2, speaking of the future Messiah, the prophet says, The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
    the Spirit of counsel and of might,
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—.
	Clearly, then, we can see that the Holy Spirit has intelligence. In fact, the Spirit is far more intelligent than any of us and is even able to fathom the mind of God!
	What about the second criteria for personhood, a will?  Does the Spirit have a will of his own?  Consider the following two verses, 1 Cor 12:11 and Job 33:4, “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.” And “The Spirit of God has made me; the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” In 1 Corinthians we see that the Spirit gives gifts according to his own will, that is “as he determines.”  The Spirit chooses.  In Job we see that the Spirit makes and gives life, that is agency. The Spirit can act on his own will. In Acts 20:28 Paul is saying good bye to the elders in Ephesus.  He says to them, “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.” The key here for our purposes is that the Holy Spirit made them overseers, the Holy Spirit set them apart specifically. Again, this is an act of will in the part of the Spirit.
	The third criteria is that of emotions.  In Ephesians 4:30, Paul warns, “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption.”  Again, we are not looking to exegete all of these verses, but to see how the Bible speaks of the Spirit.  Here Paul indicates that it is possible to grieve the Spirit!  Otherwise, he would not need to make such a warning.
	We find a similar idea in Isaiah 63:10, “But they rebelled and grieved his holy spirit; therefore he became their enemy; he himself fought against them.” Here we see the results of grieving the Spirit- the Spirit becomes your enemy and fights against you!
	What about language or speaking?  There are a number of passages that tell us that Spirit is capable of language. 1 Tim 4:1 reads, “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.”  1 Peter 1:10-11 tells us about the prophets of the OT, “Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow.”  Even more distinctly, Luke tells us in Acts that when Barnabas and Paul were ordained for missionary work, the Spirit spoke. Acts 13:2, 4 read, “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” … The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus.”  Here we see the Spirit speaking clearly to the church in Antioch and then we see the Spirit sending Paul and Barnabas on their way. This is an example of speech and of acting on his will.
	The last characteristic of personhood is the ability to enter into relationships.  Here we have a number of examples of the Spirit relating to people.  First, the Spirit relates to people by teaching them.  There are numerous examples of this including Luke 12:12 in which Jesus says the Spirit will teach the disciples what to say when they are brought before secular rulers.  John 14:26 reads, “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  In John’s first letter, he refers to the Holy Spirit as Christians’ “anointing.”  He then says, “As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him.” (1 John 2:27)
	But the Spirit does not only teach.  There are other aspects of the Spirit being able to relate to us.  We already mentioned in Isaiah that when grieved the Spirit became the enemy of some. That’s a negative kind of relationship, but a relationship nonetheless.  On a more positive note, in Romans 8:26-27 we learn, “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.”  So the Spirit helps us and intercedes for us.  Throughout John 14-16 Jesus teaches his disciples about another “Comforter” or “Advocate.”  The very word “Comforter” implies a relationship.
	So, as you can see, the Holy Spirit satisfies all the criteria of personhood.  The Spirit is intelligent, wilful, emotional, can speak and enter into relationships.  This means that the Spirit is a person.
Deity
	Now, the Spirit is personable, is a person. But is the Spirit God?  Is the Spirit divine?  This is where we are going to zero in on the two passages we read at the beginning. The first, taken from Matthew 28, is the famous passage, “The Great Commission.”  This is a wonderful passage filled with meaning and value.  However, for today’s specific topic we are going to look at just one little piece of it, a piece that we usually take for granted.  Jesus tells his followers to “baptize in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  Jesus lists the Spirit right alongside the Father and Son!  We’ve just spent ample time establishing the personhood of the Spirit.  One consequence of the Spirit’s personhood is that the Spirit is, then, distinct from both the Father and the Son. The Spirit is not just the force of the Father’s will, or the effect of the Father’s power.  The Spirit is distinct from the Father and Son and is listed among them for baptism.
	If the Spirit is distinct from the Father and Son, then why is his name to be used along with the name of the Father and Son in baptism?  Remember, name is not just a label for identification. A person’s name in the ancient world meant their character and nature. Jesus is saying, “Baptise them in the character and nature of the Father, the character and nature of the Son and the character and nature of the Holy Spirit.”  That means that the character and nature of the Holy Spirit is the same as the character and nature of the Father and Son.  There is no cleared way of indicating that the Spirit is divine, that the Spirit is God!  If not, then it is wrong to baptise in the Spirit’s name alongside that of the Father and Son.  If the Spirit is not divine, then here Jesus assigns the honour of the Father to the non-divine Spirit. [Owen, p. 45]
	Baptizing into the name of the Father, Son and Spirit means “equally submitting to their authority; equally taking the profession of their name upon us; [being] equally initiated into their service.” [Owen, p. 45]  Jesus is giving the command that people are to submit themselves equally to the Father, the Son and the Spirit.  That is only possible if submitting to the Spirit is the same as submitting to God. This means the Spirit is God, otherwise the Spirit becomes an idol- something we give our allegiance to inappropriately because only God is Lord.
	Consider another example, taken from Acts, in which the Spirit is elevated to the same level as God.  You may be familiar with the story of Ananias and Sapphira, the two people who sold a plot of land and gave part of the money to the church. The issue was not that they held back part of the money from the sale of the land, but that they claimed they were giving all the money.  In Acts 5:3 Peter asks Ananias, “How is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit…?”  In the next verse, as part of the same comment, Peter tells Ananias, “You have not lied to men but to God!”  Peter tells Ananias, and by extension all of us, that lying to the Holy Spirit is lying to God!  Peter equates the Holy Spirit with God. To lie to one is to lie to the other.  That is a pretty significant statement about the nature of the Spirit!
	Consider, now, what Paul says in 2 Corinthians 3: 16-18, “But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate[a] the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” Paul is talking about our transformation through the work of the Spirit, but notice that he repeatedly uses the word “Lord.”  Lord is Paul’s word for God.  So he says that we are saved when we turn to the Lord, the Lord is the Spirit, the glory comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit!  Paul explicitly connects the Spirit with God as being the same thing.
	Last, but not least, in Hebrews 9:14 we read about the “eternal Spirit.”  But only God is eternal.  So the Spirit is eternal, only God is eternal, therefore the Spirit is God.
Verdict
	So where does this get us?  Now that we’ve done our detective work and looked at the evidence, what conclusions should we come to?  What’s the final verdict?  We’ve seen that the Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force.  Like the governor of the foreign land in our illustration at the beginning, the Spirit is a person working in the world and deserves to be treated as such.  He deserves credit for his work, thanks and praise for it too. The Spirit is not just the effect of God’s work or even just the force of God’s will in the world. The Spirit is much more than that.  The Spirit is distinct from the Father and the Son.  But we’ve also seen that the Spirit is divine. The Spirit is God.  This is the same dilemma we face with Jesus. Jesus is distinct from the Father, but Jesus is God.  Jesus is God incarnate, God in bodily form. The Spirit has no body, so is not God incarnate, but the Spirit is still God.
	How do we understand this? What are we to make of this?  While Jesus was on earth, we understand that he was subordinate to the Father in function.  That is, he humbled himself in obedience to the Father.  This meant that Jesus was subordinate to the Father in function or work while on earth, but he was still fully God in essence, in his essential nature.  Similarly, the Spirit is subordinate or obedient to the Son and the Father in function but not in essence.
	This means that the Spirit is fully God, even if temporarily humbled in his role on earth.  He is obedient to the Father and Son, carrying out their will as well as his own while working on earth.  This does not mean the Spirit is “less God” than the Father or Son any more than Jesus was “less” God during his earthly ministry.
	What does this mean for us as Christians? First, foundational to Christianity is the idea that God is Trinitarian- three distinct persons all woven together as one God.  This is how God is love- because love implies relationship and relationship requires distinct entities to relate to one another. So if God is not Trinitarian, who was he loving before creation?  But when we understand God’s Trinitarian nature, we realize that there is love between the Father, Son and Spirit for all eternity and from before time and creation.
	This also means that God’s Spirit is not some vague, impersonal force moving throughout the world.  The Holy Spirit is a person which means we can have a relationship with him. Nobody ever tries to have a relationship with the force of gravity. Nobody worries about lying to the force of gravity either. But the Spirit of God is a different matter!  Not only can we relate to the Spirit, but we are called to do so.  Furthermore, as a person, it is appropriate that we pray to the Spirit.  I had a person ask me about this after last week’s sermon.  I did some digging to confirm, but yes, it is appropriate to pray to the Holy Spirit by nature of him being God and being a person. [Erickson, p. 879 and Lewis and Demarest, Integrative Theology Vol 1, p. 286]  Jesus tells his disciples to pray to the Lord of the Harvest (Matt 9:38) and the Lord of the Harvest is most likely the Holy Spirit because it is the Spirit who sets apart missionaries and sends them out, as we saw with Barnabas and Paul in Acts 13. Furthermore, it is the Spirit who appoints overseers for the church and gives gifts for the building of the church.
	The Spirit, as God, is also worthy of our worship and our praise. To worship that which is not God is idolatry, so we need to be careful what we worship. But it is appropriate and I believe necessary that we not only worship “in” the Spirit, but that we worship the Spirit too.
	Last, we can seek a relationship with the Spirit just as we can seek a relationship with Jesus. We usually describe Christianity as having a “personal relationship with Jesus Christ.” Well, guess what!  The Spirit is also someone we can have a relationship with and it is, in fact, the Spirit that is present with us on earth.  Jesus has returned to the right hand of the Father.  Our experience of God while we are here on earth is all an experience through the Spirit.  Our ability to have a relationship with Jesus comes through the Spirit. Let’s not forget the Spirit when we seek to build our relationship with God and specifically with Jesus!
	I know we’ve covered a lot of ground today.  Hopefully you have a fuller understanding of the Spirit and a richer sense of the Trinity.  My goal today is that we start to fully grasp that the Spirit is a person with whom we can have a relationship.  Ultimately, I believe the only hope our city has and the only hope our nation has is to be transformed by the Spirit.  If our hope is to be transformed by the Spirit as a city, as a church and as individuals, we need to take the Spirit seriously and try to understand the Spirit. Certainly we are to seek the Spirit and submit to the work of the Spirit in our lives and in our hearts.
To do: Our to do this week is to pray to the Spirit, giving thanks for his work and asking him for a relationship with him so that we can better obey him and cooperate with the work he would like to do in us.  Amen.

