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Context
	Treasure!  It’s amazing what lengths people will go to in order to obtain that which they consider treasure!  Indiana Jones is probably the most famous, although fictional, treasure hunter of modern times.  Or, as some would say it, “Obtainer of rare antiquities.” The Indiana Jones movies are all about his adventures in search of great treasurers and trying to stop the wrong people from finding them first.
	Buried treasure is the theme of many stories, both modern and ancient. [Joachim Jeremias, The Parables of Jesus, p. 200] We are all familiar with stories of pirates and buried treasure.  In the ancient world there were stories of buried treasure as well.  Then, as now, it was a common theme in popular stories.
	But it isn’t just the thing of fiction.  Even today people find buried treasure. In 2012 in Hertfordshire England, a man named Wesley Carrington [pics] bought a metal detector to start a new hobby. On his first day out, one of the things he found was a gold coin with a Roman head on it.  As he dug beneath the spot where he found the coin, he wound up finding 158 more!  It was the largest find of Roman gold coins in England worth $156, 000.
	In the ancient world there were no banks like there are today.  In times of war or danger, people would bury their valuables in a secret place in the hopes that when the danger passed they would be able to retrieve it.  Often in the Roman Empire people even used large clay pots to hold their valuables and buried the whole pot underground.  If the owners did not survive the danger, or if they fled and were unable to return, their valuables were left buried in the ground indefinitely.
	Jesus used this theme of buried treasure in one of his parables.  Palestine was between Egypt and Mesopotamia and as a result, armies often crossed through Palestine.  This lead to repeated burying of valuables in jars to prevent them from being found. [Jeremias, p. 198] So it would have been a familiar idea to the crowds listening to Jesus teach.
	In his next parable, Jesus speaks of a merchant who discovers a fine pearl, “a pearl of great price.”  In the ancient world, pearls were as valuable as diamonds are today. [Frederick Dale Bruner, Matthew vol 2, p. 50]  To find a particularly fine pearl would be like finding an enormous diamond today.  One could use such a pearl to make jewellery fit for a king!
	Remember last week we talked about parables.  Parables are stories taken from everyday life used to illustrate a deeper principle.  Jesus is telling parables taken from two ideas familiar to his audience- buried treasure and a great pearl.  “Almost all teaching consists in comparing the unknown with the known, the strange with the familiar.” [Dean Inge, cited in A M Hunter, Interpreting the Parables, p. 8] In this case, Jesus is speaking of the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew’s term) which is the same as the Kingdom of God. Remember, the kingdom of God means the rule and authority of God.
	But why did Jesus use parables?  His use of stories was in part to stimulate people’s understanding by putting the truth in a vivid, challenging and memorable way. [Hunter, p. 13] For instance, “We might forget a sermon on God’s fatherhood, or a lecture on the Idea of Grace, but who that heart it could forget Christ’s story about the father and his two sons?” [Hunter, p. 14]  
	The answer to the parable was not always obvious. In fact, they were meant to make people think.  “Every parable of Jesus was meant to evoke a response and to strike for a verdict.” [Hunter, p. 12] The parables are intended to challenge us.  We are meant to go away pondering them, sifting through their meaning and applying their messages to ourselves.
Observations
	So let’s sift through these two parables, ponder their meanings and apply them to ourselves.  In the first, a man finds treasure hidden in a field.  Likely he was a day labourer if he was digging in a field he did not own.  The treasure he found would most likely have been buried long before in a time of danger or war.  Imagine his surprise! It’s like finding a winning lottery ticket on the sidewalk.  He is overjoyed at his discovery.  When he finds the treasure, he puts it back where it was and decides to buy the field so that he can claim the treasure for himself.  In order to do this, he sells all that he owns and buys the field. It is implied that he winds up much richer for having bought the field and taken possession of the treasure! (By the way, it was perfectly legal in Jewish law to do such a thing. There is actually legal precedent that when you buy a field you get to keep what you find in it!)
	Jesus’ second parable is similar only in this one the main character is a merchant.  Jesus is contrasting a rich man and a poor man in his two parables.  In the previous two parables in Matthew he contrasts a man and a woman. [Bruner, p. 50] So in the course of four parables, Jesus expresses the full spectrum of the population in terms of their response to the Kingdom of God.
	What is it that our two parables today are teaching? What is the lesson hidden within them? In both cases, the main character finds something incredibly valuable.  In the first case we are told the man was joyful as he went to sell all he had. The same joy is implied, if not explicitly stated, in the case of the merchant. He has been hunting for something and he finds it.  
	In both cases, in order to obtain what they found, in order to make it their own, each man had to sell all that owned.  They did it gladly in order to take possession of what they found.  Over the years, there have been two lessons taken from these parables. The first lesson is the joy both men have when they find their treasure. The second is the need for sacrifice in order to obtain it.  Both together, in fact, form the lesson of these parables. [Bruner, p. 47] 
	The primary focus of these parables is not what they gave up, but why.  It is out of great joy that they sell what they have in order to attain what they found.  “The joy of the discovery causes the zeal of the selling, grace causes good works.”  The joy is the motivation for the action.  The joy comes from the greatness of the discovery.  “When that great joy, surpassing all measure, seizes a man, it carries his away, penetrates his inmost being, subjugates his mind.  All else seems valueless compared with that surpassing worth.... The unreserved surrender of what is most valuable becomes a matter of course.” [Jeremias, p. 210]
	The connection Jesus is making, the point he is illustrating, is that the kingdom of Heaven, the rule of God, is an amazing treasure to discover. The discovery brings joy which makes all else pale in comparison and that which was once valuable is easy to part with in order to obtain it.  In order to take possession of this treasure, one willingly gives up all the other stuff that used to seem of worth.  “The kingdom is wealth which demonetizes all other currencies.  Are you willing to part with all in order to gain it?” [T W Manson, cited in A M Hunter, Interpreting the Parables, p. 64] 
Interpretation
	That’s a pretty simple message.  Compared to the four soils we looked at last week, these parables seem a little more straight forward.  But let’s take some time to tease out the meaning a bit more.
	Now, as we have talked about before, the Kingdom of Heaven, or the Kingdom of God, means the rule of God, his authority.  But what does the authority of God look like? What does it consist of?  Remember, it was God’s plan to send Jesus. Jesus began his ministry declaring, “The Kingdom of God is at hand!”  It is literally knocking down the door as we speak.  So the Kingdom of God, the rule of God is very closely tied in with the mission of Jesus.  “The kingdom of God stands as a comprehensive term for all that the Messianic salvation included.” [George Ladd, New Testament Theology, p. 70] The Kingdom of God designates “the gift of life and salvation.” [Ladd, p. 70]
	This is the great joy in the parables- the gift of life and salvation found in the rule and authority of God.  Allowing God to rule in your life, thus joining the Kingdom of Heaven, is not about “joyless duties but joyful responses.” [Bruner, p. 47] The parables are about the joy of exchange- the exchange of our lives for “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” in Christ. [Bruner, p. 47] This is more than a fair exchange, it is a tremendous upgrade.
	“The joy of discovery causes the zeal of the selling.” [Bruner, p. 48] The sacrifice is the result of the joy, not the other way around.  The two men find the kingdom of Heaven first. They are overjoyed as a result.  It is out of the joy of their discovery that they then sell all they have.  They don’t sell all they have in order to find the kingdom.  The sacrifice is no sacrifice to them because they have found something greater.  This is an illustration of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 6:21, “Where your treasure is there your heart will be also.”  Discovering the treasure or the pearl in the parables, discovering the kingdom of God in real life, moves our treasure. It changes what we find valuable and worthwhile.  Because our “treasure” changes to a new location, God’s rule in our lives, our hearts move there too. Our old lives, our old priorities, our old values are given up in order to fully take hold of the Kingdom of God.
	But there is a responsibility outlined in the parables as well. First the jewels are found and then comes the selling of all; but without the selling, there is no possession of the jewels. [Bruner, p. 49] The discovery is the cause that has a necessary effect.  To obtain the discovery one has to sacrifice everything.
	This is often the case in Jesus’ teaching about entry into the Kingdom.  There is a responsibility on our part.  Think of the Lord’s prayer, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”  Divine forgiveness is a tremendous gift that we find when we come to Christ.  It is an act of grace we cannot earn. However, as a result of the gift of forgiveness, we are required to forgive others. 
	Or, similarly, think of Jesus’ lesson in Matthew 11:28-29, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  Jesus begins with the joyful gift- come to me for rest.  But he continues, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me.”  Coming to Jesus for rest is wonderful, but it also comes with a responsibility to take his yoke and learn. [Bruner, p. 50]
	When it comes to the Christian walk, the sacrifice is a matter of obedience. It means obedience to God instead of doing our own thing.  It means giving up our fleshly, earthly ways and taking up the way of the Spirit.  It means giving up lordship of our own lives and making ourselves Jesus’ loyal subjects, loyal servants. 
	But the responsibility is not a great burden.  “When the heart is spiritually renewed and its desires embrace spiritual and heavenly things, a transformation takes place. The whole soul is transformed into the image of spiritual and heavenly things.” [John Owen, Spirit-Mindedness, p. 185] The treasure traded for far outweighs the possessions given up.  When that great joy takes hold of a person, it transforms them. It penetrates their soul, subdues their mind and makes everything else seem valueless compared to that surpassing worth. The unreserved surrender of those things that were once considered valuable becomes a matter of course. “Thus it is with the Kingdom of God. The effect of the joyful news is overpowering, it fills the heart with gladness... and produces the most whole-hearted self-sacrifice.”  [Jeremias, p. 210]  
	If you’ve been a Christian any length of time, think back to when you first accepted Christ into your life, when you first made him your Lord.  Was there joy in it?  Were you excited when you first became a Christian? Often, in our early days as a new believer, we are filled with such joy that nothing seems to hard.  We see dramatic changes in ourselves, in our hearts and desires.  Spiritual joy “carries the soul through duty cheerfully.... The oil of joy makes the wheels of obedience move faster.” [Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity, p. 271]
	But what happens?  Why does that joy fade?  Why does it get harder to be obedient as time goes by?  We’re going to take a few moments to explore this question and what can be done about it.  We’re going to blur a bit into application, but we’ll still call it interpretation because there will be a strong teaching component in it.
	To begin with, understand that Christian joy is a grace of God which we cannot earn and do not deserve. [Joel Beeke and Mark Jones, A Puritan Theology, p. 176] This means we need to learn to wait. Sometimes God has a purpose for withholding joy.  We do not get to see the whole picture, so may not see the reason behind God’s working, including when it comes to Christian joy.  
	Just imagine the worker in the field.  If he had been having a bad day, he may have been grumbling to God about his lot in life. “Why do I have a crummy job? Why do I have to go digging for this other man?” Then he found the treasure!
	Perhaps God is teaching you patience.  He may be teaching you to wait upon the Lord during bad times as well as the good times.  Or, perhaps God is withholding joy for a time in order to increase your appetite for it!  As we long for Christian joy, as we desire it more and more because of its absence, we become more willing to subject ourselves to God’s work in us in order to obtain that joy. We start to examine ourselves to see what may be in the way of joy and so God brings us around to allowing him to work in us where we didn’t see a need before.  Perhaps God is withholding joy for a time to bring us a greater blessing- a willingness to depend on Him 100%!  Waiting for joy, being hungry for joy, being humbled by our desire for joy are all ways that God works to purify our character, to make us holy. [Beeke, p. 176]
	Whatever the case, we need to be patient as we wait upon the Lord.  “Trying to solve mysteries that are too great for us will only breed suspicion of God, darkness of spirit, and tempt us to take matters into our own hands.” [Beeke, p. 176]
	If, then, we find we are without Christian joy, if we find that we’re not experiencing a joy that makes obedience easier, if we read about the worker in the field and the merchant and think, “Wow, I wish I had joy like that!” what can we do?
	Joy is a fruit of the Spirit. “It is the Holy Spirit who brings home the love of God to our hearts.” [Owen, p. 177] If we lack Christian joy and we want it, then what we want is for the Holy Spirit to produce that fruit within us.  Now, we can throw up our hands and sit there saying, “OK Spirit, make me joyful,” but that’s not going to be very effective.  God likes participation and cooperation when he works in us.  For that reason, the Spirit has given us a number of tools, certain means, by which he produces fruit in us, specifically joy.  He has given us ways to cooperate with him in bringing us joy.
	Some of these tools include the preaching of the gospel, prayer, worship and other holy processes. [Owen, p. 178] Generally speaking, let’s classify these as “worship.”  Frequently today we think of worship merely as music.  But worship is much more than just music.  Worship is our response to what God has done.  That response can take many forms, including but not limited to music and singing.  So preaching the gospel, speaking out the good news of what God has done, is part of worship.  Prayer, when done properly as a response to God, is part of worship. Communion, when taken as a response to what God has done, is part of worship.  Serving others as a response to what God has done is worship.  Obedience, in response to what God has done, is worship too. “The dying soul is revived by the Holy Spirit when it once again delights in and values the duties of Divine worship.” [Owen, p. 179] That is, when our spiritual walk is dry, the Holy Spirit brings new life to our walk when we once again take delight in worship.
	Think about the Christians in Acts, or in the early church in the Roman Empire.  We read a lot about them undergoing persecution because of their worship- preaching the good news, public prayer, and serving one another in love.  They could have escaped persecution, they could have escaped punishment, by giving up these things. But the joy they found in Jesus, the joy the Holy Spirit brought about inside them, far outweighed the temporary pain of persecution and punishment!  They had new life even as their earthly lives were taken from them. They gladly gave up what used to be valuable to them, and what was still valuable to the world around them, because of the joy they had found in Christ that they expressed in worship. [Owen, p. 171]
	If the treasure in the field was large, too large for the man to carry off in the first day, would he have left the remainder there indefinitely? Of course not! He would come back day after day until the treasure was all collected.
	God’s divine grace and mercy are inexhaustible.  But so often we treat it like a dry, barren desert.  We don’t come back to it day after day. “Believers, on the other hand, come to worship in order that once again they may experience reviving, comforting, pledges of the love of God in Christ, and to be reassured of their acceptance, their adoption and the pardon of their sins.” [Owen, p. 179] Sometimes, though, we forget how important these reminders are. We forget how important God’s promises of love in Christ are to our daily walk.  We don’t realize our need of the promises of God’s love for our encouragement and strengthening to persevere in obedience to Christ.
	Because we forget our need, we do not prepare our hearts and minds to receive these blessings and we don’t expect them to come.  But preparing our minds for worship, for responding to what God has done, and expecting to receive God’s strength to persevere in obedience are holy processes and responsibilities that God has given to us in order for him to pour out his love into our souls. [Owen, p. 179]
[demonstration]
	Think of your heart as a juice pitcher, or a tea pot. [pic] God’s desire is to fill you with his love, to pour his love into you, the pitcher or tea pot.  But you control the lit.  If you leave the lid closed, he cannot pour his love into you.  If, however, you lift the lid, he can. How do you lift the lid of your heart?  Through intentional preparation of your mind for worship and expecting to receive God’s promises of love and reassurance of your pardon for sin and adoption as God’s child.
	“This is why so many are lukewarm, cold, and indifferent to the duty of holy worship. Every excuse is made why they do not attend worship.  Yet they would have men believe that all is well with their souls and that they do not have to go to church in order to be a Christian.” [Owen, p. 179] It’s funny, I read a lot of this in a book written in the 1600's, including the line about people thinking they do not have to go to church in order to be a Christian. This is an age old problem!  That author gives the solution to the problem, “Believers delight greatly in evangelical worship and all the ordinances of the gospel, because by them they glorify God.... This is that which stimulates the souls of believers to fulfill all their duties to God.” [Owen, p. 183] It is effective, Godly, worship that brings glory to God and stimulates our spiritual lives and brings the joy that makes obedience a joy instead of a chore.
Now Apply It
	So what do we do with this? How are we to make use of this so we can find the kind of joy described in these parables?  Remember, it is joy that leads to sacrifice, including the sacrifice of obedience, the sacrifice of our own autonomy and being our own person instead of a child a God.  As a Christian leader, it is always tempting to exhort people to first “sell all they have” in order to live in joy. Many preachers do that!  They tell people to give up everything in order to find God and live in joy.  But that’s backwards.  The joy leads to the selling of all, not the other way around.  The selling is a response to joy not the cause.
	So our quest is to find joy.  How do we go about searching for Christian joy?  If you do not yet know the Lord, then that is where you need to begin.  Begin by learning about who Jesus is and about the promises of love God made through him.  Discovering Jesus for the first time is the initial source of Christian joy.  If you haven’t met Jesus yet, then I encourage you to search for him like Indiana Jones searching for lost treasures. [pic] Be willing to go wherever the Bible takes you. Risk for Jesus, risk to find him and make him your own.
	But what if you’ve already found Jesus?  What if you are searching for that radical joy a long time after coming to meet Christ?  Likely you have “lost your first love,” as Jesus says to the church in Ephesus in Rev 2:4.  What happens when you lose your first love? How do you regain it?  “Walk consistently and spiritually. God gives joy after long and close walking with him.” [Watson, p. 271] Walk close to God during the dry times in anticipation of joy to come.
	How do we walk consistently?  Set a daily time to spend with the Lord and guard that time closely.  Make it a priority. Remember, last week we talked about the third kind of soil- that which responds to the word of God but allows other things to crowd in. Make a daily appointment with God and treat it like a meeting with your boss, or commanding officer, Prime Minister or king- whatever title, rank or role is most important to you. You wouldn’t blow off a king casually, so why blow off the King of Kings?
	Second, mourn for sin. [Watson, p. 272] Mourn for your own sin. Mourn for the sin in the world. Mourn that you as an individual and we as a species so regularly choose to rebel against our God and King.  And I don’t just mean mourning the consequences of your sin, that you’re in trouble, facing difficulty, or in pain because of your sin. I mean mourn that we have offended God and his free grace. Mourn the fact that you are still rebellious even after discovering Christ. Mourn the indwelling sin that still resides in your heart and character.  Bring that sorrow to God as a response to what Christ did for you on the cross. He paid for your sin with his own blood, and yet you continue to fall into sin. You continue to add to the sin which Christ took upon himself that day.  Bring your sorrow to God as an act of worship, a response to the grace he has shown you. Why? Because Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted!” When we bring our sorrow for sin to God in worship, in response to his grace, we are open to receive the assurance of pardon that we so desperately need. It is when we have clear sight of our sin that we can be given clear sight of the love God has for us as demonstrated in Christ. Those who are forgiven little love little.  Those who are forgiven much love much.  So take stock of all that you have been forgiven to increase your love of God and he will increase your joy.
	Third, guard your conscience. [Watson, p. 272] Our consciences are fallen.  They are easily hardened.  So guard your conscience that it does not become a stone.  Keep it tender because it is one the tools God has given us to serve as an alarm in times of temptation and spiritual danger.
	Pray fervently and with life. [Watson, p. 272] Pray for the Spirit to bring you joy. Pray for God to be glorified. Pray through God’s promises to us. Use scripture to pray through his promises, applying them to yourself.
	“Come to worship [prepared] desiring and expecting to have your faith and love stirred up and strengthened by the grace of Christ.... Come to worship making every effort to stir up your faith in and love to God as he is revealed in Christ. Do not let your minds wander or be distracted by various temptations.” [Owen, p. 175-6] Worship is “a means appointed by God for the stirring up of our faith in and love to Christ” which is useless if we do not come prepared, intentional and focussed. [Owen, p. 177] So come to worship with your lit open, ready to be filled with divine love and grace.  We choose, through our preparation, our attitude and receptivity, whether or not we are open or closed to the love and grace of God being poured into us.
	These are the means God has given us to find the buried treasure, to discover the pearl of great price.  These are the tools God has given us to discover and rediscover the great joy that makes obedience a pleasure not a chore.  These are the ways we open ourselves up to the Spirit’s work so that all else loses its value when compared to the Kingdom of God.  Amen.

